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CASV-ACVP Member Research E-
newsletter 
As communicated back in January, the 
CASV-ACVP research newsletter has 
moved to every other week from the 
previous weekly schedule. As George 
Charbonneau steps back from his role 
creating the newsletter, we are asking for 
the support of the CASV-ACVP members 
to assist in providing newsletter content.  
Contributors are requested to submit 
abstracts of research articles, highlight 
the key points, and provide the web link 
as George currently does in the 
newsletter.   
 
You can submit information you run 
across to Susan Fitzgerald anytime at 
susan.tfio@bell.net. That would be very 
helpful! 
 
Swine & Poultry DVM Insurance 
Available through CVMA 
The Canadian Veterinary Medication 
Association, working with Western 
Financial Group (WFG), is pleased to be 
able to offer business insurance to both 
swine and poultry veterinarians. As with 
any commercial submission, there are 
underwriting details that may make a risk 
best suited for their pooled program 
structure.  For those which are not direct 
fits, Western upholds multiple 
relationships with insurers who are able 
and willing to underwrite these risks in 
support of those DVMs. Note: You must 
be a member of the CVMA in order to 
access this insurance. Email 
admin@cvma-acmv.org for additional 
details.  
 
Resources Available for Smallholder 
Producers 
In conjunction with CFIA, Animal Health 
Canada has released a suite of 
biosecurity resources tailored for 
smallholder and backyard producers to 
support preparedness for Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI).. Two 
are specific to pigs 
• 6 Tips to Keep Your Pigs Healthy 
• Common Questions About HPAI 

Prevention in Pigs in Canada 

 
CASV-ACVP Board Activities – Q2 2025 
Some of the items on which the Board has been working during the second quarter of 2025 
included: 
• Board representatives met with CVMA to discuss Position Statements; 
• hosted three member webinars and confirmed an additional four webinars for the fall; 
• at the invitation of Animal Health Canada, appointed Dr. Christine Pelland as the CASV-

ACVP representative to the ASF Executive Management Board;  
• conducted a membership survey regarding priority swine welfare initiatives; 
• received a presentation from CFIA regarding the proposed ASF outbreak surveillance 

plan and a presentation from Animal Health Canada on the ASF integrated emergency 
response plan; 

• reached an agreement with the International Pig Veterinary Society to continue 
managing the IPVS funds for an annual fee; 

• hosted a meeting with the other National Veterinary Species Groups; and, 
• continued monthly meetings with CPC.   
 
Pig Code Review 
The current version of the Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Pigs was issued in 
2014. Typically, the Codes are updated every 10 years. A notice was issued in May by the 
National Farm Animal Care Council that the update to the Pig Code has been launched. A 
limited review was conducted in 2019, but no revisions were implemented. If you wish to 
review the current Code of Practice, you can download a copy from 
https://www.nfacc.ca/codes-of-practice/pigs 
 
The CASV-ACVP Board asked members to complete a short survey on priority animal 
welfare issues. The animal welfare topics to be considered within the Code revision will be 
determined by a Scientific Committee and a Code Committee.  
 
There were 52 members who completed the survey which equates to a very good 30% 
response rate. The CASV-ACVP Board asked respondents to rank 11 animal welfare topics 
that may be raised within the Pig Code update process. In the first question, they were asked 
to rank the topics in order of priority in terms of having the greatest potential to improve the 
welfare of the pigs. In the second question, they were asked to again rank the same topics 
but, this time, in order of difficulty or resistance in implementing on-farm. 
 
The order of priority in terms of improving the welfare of pigs were: 
1. On-farm euthanasia decision making and related training 
2. Fitness for transport – assessment of unfit and compromised animals 
3. Group housing for gestating gilts and sows (space allowance and timing for placement in 

group) 
4. Avoiding pain in castration 
5. Measures to prevent or control tail biting 
6. Enrichment – access, type 
7. Early life management (piglets) 
8. Increased space allowance for growing pigs 
9. Housing for farrowing sows 
10. Recognition of animal sentience 
11. Prohibit tail docking 
 
The ranking of welfare items in relation to level of difficulty implementing on farm were from 
most to least difficult: 
1. Housing for farrowing sows 
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In addition, CASV-ACVP has a broader 
production resource for small scale pig 
owners Canadian Small-Scale Pig 
Farming Manual 
 
SHIC/AASV Webinars on FMD and New 
World Screwworm 
In case you missed it, the SHIC/AASV 
Webinar entitled, "FMDV Incursions in the 
EU: Situation Update and Considerations 
for the US," is now available to view on 
demand. 
 
SHIC and AASV also hosted a webinar 
entitled “Emerging Risk of New World 
Screwworm (NWS) and Efforts to Prevent 
Re-introduction into the US.” It is now 
available for on demand viewing. 
 
Antimicrobial Use References 
The CAHSS Antimicrobial Use and 
Resistance Network posts a lot of 
surveillance information and resources.  
 
The Canadian Integrated Program for 
Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance 
(CIPARS) copy of presentation with 2023 
integrated findings  
 
Developing Canadian Defined Daily 
Doses for Animals: A Metric to Quantify 
Antimicrobial Use 
 
Pan-Canadian Action Plan on 
Antimicrobial Resistance: Year 1 
Progress Report 
 
The CanSpotASF Evaluation Summary 
Report  
In 2024, an evaluation of the 
CanSpotASF program was initiated. It 
aimed to assess the program’s 
effectiveness and efficiency in 
strengthening African swine fever 
preparedness and early detection 
capabilities in Canada, and to provide 
recommendations for its improvement. 
The summary report of this evaluation is 
now available to review click here. 
 
Advertising in the CASV-ACVP 
Newsletter 
The CASV-ACVP newsletter is sent to 
170 association members each week.   
 
If you are interested in any advertising 
opportunities, please contact Susan 
Fitzgerald in the CASV-ACVP office at 
susan.tfio@bell.net, 519-787-4322 
 

2. Increased space allowance for growing pigs 
3. Prohibit tail docking 
4. Group housing for gestating gilts and sows (space allowance and timing for placement in 

group) 
5. Avoiding pain in castration 
6. Enrichment – access, type 
7. Fitness for transport – assessment of unfit and compromised animals 
8. Measures to prevent or control tail biting 
9. Recognition of animal sentience 
10. Early life management (piglets) 
11. On-farm euthanasia decision making and related training 
 
This input will assist the CASV-ACVP Board in reviewing and responding to changes to the 
current Pig Code as the review process unfolds. 
 
CASV-ACVP Webinar Series 
CASV-ACVP hosted three webinars in June. On Monday, June 16th the topic was 
Antimicrobial Use in Swine in Canada – Part 1 followed by Highlights from the Q1 CSHIN 
Reports on Tuesday, June 17th and Antimicrobial Use in Swine in Canada – Part II on June 
24th.  
 
These presentations were recorded and have been posted to the CASV-ACVP website 
https://www.casv-acvp.com/ The link to the recording is in the members’ only section.  Click 
on “More” at the upper right corner of the home page, then select “Login”.  The password to 
the members’ only site is CanSwine and it is case sensitive.  You will see all of the recorded 
webinars listed there. Once you view one of the webinars, let Susan Fitzgerald 
susan.tfio@bell.net know and she can provide you with a CE certificate. 
 
The next webinar is September 10th, beginning at 1:30 p.m. Eastern time.  The topic is 
"PRRS Testing with Tonsil Oral Scrubbing” with Dr. Daniel Linhares, Professor and 
Director of Graduate Education, Roy A Schultz Professor in Swine Population Medicine, Iowa 
State.  
   
EU Antimicrobial Use Regulatory Changes Impacting Export 
New EU regulations effective September 3, 2026, will prohibit the use of antimicrobials for 
growth promotion or yield increase in animals destined for the EU market. The regulations 
also forbid the use of designated antimicrobials reserved for treatment of infections in 
humans.  
 
None of the antimicrobials reserved for human use by the EU are licensed for veterinary use 
in Canada. However, ionophores, regulated as veterinary drugs in Canada and sometimes 
labeled for growth promotion, are of particular concern.   If used for growth promotion, 
animals or their products become ineligible for export to the EU. Some Canadian authorized 
products containing ionophores carry dual label claims which includes Salinomycin for swine.  
In the EU, ionophores, such as Monensin, are regulated as feed additives to control 
coccidiosis without growth promotion claim so are out of scope of the Regulation. 
 
Options for Canada include setting up a program similar to the Ractopamine-free program.  
Another option is to change the label to remove the growth promotion claim, as other usages 
are okay.  However, the industry has to initiate the change. There are two license holders 
and one generic in Canada. Generics can only have their indication identical to the license 
holder(s). 

*** 
Susan Fitzgerald on behalf of the CASV-ACVP Board of Directors. 
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Mission:  To be a responsive, proactive voice for veterinarians involved with the swine industry in Canada. 
 


